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He nature of your Order for the publication in Print 
of this imperfett Piece following pms your ſubſcribed 
in minde of a paſſage frem Auguſtus 10 the Poet Aus 

| lonius, Scribere me Auguſtus jubert & meacarmina 

poſcit,Poene rogans.7owr Order might have been as well a Po- 
ftulation or Demand, as a Deſire 5 but you ſeem therein like the 
moſt excellent Auguſtus, who expreſt, in a like caſe, more hu- 
manity and condeſcenſion, than Power towards his Poet, as you 
have done unto your ſmall Prophet or Preacher z be ſhall therg« 
fore hambly take leave to preſume (as the Emperor took the Poeg © 
and his Poem into Protettien, it being a produtt of his own fas 
wour and importunity) that your Lordſhip ana Brethren alſo will 
de the like unto your Preacher, and his Sermon, unto which your 
Honors have given this Publick-being. Eadem eſt cauſa pro« 
ducens & conſervans,s 4 true rule yo es Miſtreſs of Rea» 
ſon,Logick, That which gives Being,conſerves it z not but that 
the 4 of it ſelf, as the Anthor humbly conceives,6 very much 
avretimer, or ſelf-poteſtative , dumigzes, or ſelf-ſufficient to 
warrant its ſelf, in the whole import thereof ;, it aiming at the 
preſervation of our far more excefent Auguſtus, aud this his 
Royal City,and your Honorable perſons, and his and your deareſt 
intereſts, Civil, Sacred, and Natural, together with the whole 
Church and Nation, as it layes open (how weakly ſoever) thoſe 
wicked deceits of ungodly Godly men,which have and may again, 
by the ſame flights anif advantages of deluſion, ruine all : but 
for that there can be no ſuch natural reciprocation of intereſts 
as when a grateful iſſue in its dependance of fence throws it 

[elf apon the principal Canſe for patronage and countenance. 

Tour . Preacher hath obſery'd the Order of your Honorable 
| A 3 Cours 


Right Honourable and Warſhipful, | 


WER ae ER ALE eG OA ot HE BEN PR IA At aa LE PRES bene enehatiog _ b boy > - 3 OREN 
. : "2. ny 0 . % Both " v9 Fog Io $ A "op PE "Y 
\ 0 > z 6 | Sg G —_— 
« F 
& ” 


F Court punitudlly in the ſubfance 'of the whole Diſcemrſe, and 


everyipart thereof, hog n0t iy every. word poſiibly, hav 
wot written it in order,form,or method ; inwhichreſpet®, as he 
was fain to vary expreſiion often in the delivery, ſo it muſt be 
excuſable in the Copy, but he is ſure nevertheleſs this draught 
in Print anſwers almoſt adequately the main exemplar in your 
memory, except, as afor ſaid, and a word or two emer of 
Tranſion perhaps, or Apology, or the like ;' with an addition 
of one falſe Poſitton, or deceriful Principle of ſin more, to'com- 
pleat the number «f ſeven, that he might give you 4 perfetf 
number, at leaſt of Particulars, though a number of Imperfetti- 
ons ; andan Appendix moreover unts the ſixth, Which as 
70 him it was not grievous, 4s St, Paul's languare « in another 
caſe, Phil. 3. 1. foto Tou and the Reader, he hopes, it ſhall be 
both ſafe and profitable ; the Deceir therein mentioned, com- 
municating to the advantages of Sin in all the ſeven, and may 
be a furtherance to any fallatious imagination or deceitful 
prattiſe proceeding from the corrupt heart of men, viz Spiritual 
ſenſes and —_— of Scripture, contrary unto or divers from 
the Letter; whereby the Law of God it ſelf therein written which 
& only tranſgreſt, « wreſied to jaſtifie tranſereſſion, 

Both which Additionals had been ſpoken in the Solemn Au- 
dience, had not the Preachers civility to your Honorable ſelves, 
nd pitty to the laborious crowd belowtime being ſpent,preven- 
red him,and therefore he doth not ſcruple your acceptance there- 
of now, it being frequently exemplated in inpreen of other 
Sermons ; Hanc-veniam petimuſq; damuſq; vicifſim : «nd 
"ti but like ſome after-birth or ſaperferation that intellefive 
Nature would be diſcharge ' of. 


If any man ſhall ſcruple peradventurg, that ſome paſſages of 
the Diſcourſe were 100 [mart, he may. jemember that St, Paul 
was once upon the queſtion , Whether to come with arod of 
no, 1 Cor. 4.v. laſt; and Sr, Jude adviſerh a way of ſa- 
ving ſome mey by pulling them out of the fire, ver, 23. with 
terrors or denunciations, or otherwiſe, as you may conterveex- 


probations, 


FL. 


probatimis: And Fhuok wot what fons of than Prowl feruee © 

for #nirhe Church,but 16 ſhoot thunderbolis : and*tu the barking © 
doz, and that ſometimes pincheth alittle, which drives ftraying 
ſheep into wigy ory wy w'rries the Dogs of the conciſuon, 1. C, 
evil workers of Schiſms and Diviſions. : 

Nether #& any part of the ſtyle l ſevere and pungent,except 

azatnſt the mp monſtrous and prodigious abominations aud 
ch aftoys thereof'as we have, to the affrichiment of our me- 
mories, ſo deeply ſmarted by ;, or, ſuch who are ftill obdurate 
and impenitent in their diſobedience, whom the Indemnity is 
elf fawours not, and oe paſſage of the Sermon hath diſtinly 
marked out making 4 difference of others according to St, Jude's 
counſel loco didto. And of the former ſort, either there remain 
fome,or not ; if not ,Who ſhould complain ?- if ſo, Who ſhall be 
difpleaſed at the Authority of the Miniſtry, which is, to rebuke 
ſin before all, that others may fear, 1 Tim.5, 20? 

The drift of he whole endevor in ſhort was only this, Where- 
4s many Deceivers areentred into the World, 2 Joh. 7, and 
many Delaſions and Deceptions with them, to the experimental 
wo of this Church and Nation, King and People ; and the ſame 
perilous principles of Deceivines, are by ſtrong obſervation 
diſcovered or much ſuſpeited amongſt perſons ſtill diſaffetted, 
ſo-a5 abundant caution ſcarce ſvfficeth againſt them x, but, accor- 
ding to the 'Drammatiſt i» Aulularia, Quicavet ne decipi- 
atur, Vix cavet cum etiam caver, He that rakes heed that he be 
not deceived, ſcarce rakes heed enough when he takes the moſt ;; 
That therefore,by a loyal Subjeff, and dutiful-Son of the Church, 
the fallacies might beretexed, and the people nndeceived, the 

wilt of their former horrible commiſſons lying ſtill apon their 
Fouls before God without Repentance, and by fb attings will be 
more 4921 avate and actumulateevento the endangering of their 
ſalvation which no temporal pardon or oblivion can help them in. 
"Tis confeſt much hath beeu ſpoken by many worthy Pens and 
Preachers,to this purpoſe before; but imterſperſly only 47d occaſi- 


onally from mixtures of other diſcourſes, not in one method to= 
gether 


_— 
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her as this andtherefore,you Right Honorable eſpecially hawe 
the greateſt challenge of this Dedication for your unceſſavt dilt> | 
gence and pains to your great peril alſs often,in diſcovering and 
Tuppref ing the prattiſes and atFors of theſe pernicioue Deceits, 
as your Epiftler hath dowe them in their Principles, who there- 
fore makes bold to conjetture that your Lordſhip had a Noble and 
Honorable ambition of enmity againſt ſuch deceitful wickedneſs, 
in taking an advantage even at the expiration of your Govern- 
ment to check it for future, by making publick to poſterity this 
draught of Arguments againſt it ; as if you had a mind to com- 
bate it by any kind of oppoſution though ne' reſo weak (as doubt- 
les this little Pamphlet maſt needs prove) when you can no longer 
rebuke it with the ſword of your Office which you now lay down. 
Ever Honorable, to ceaſe your further trouble by prolixity, as 
your Lordſhip is remarkable by your unwearyed vigilance and 
proſpeition atted for the ſafety of owr King & Laws,Church and 
Nation, your humbly oblig'd ſhall leave you and your Honorable 
Brethren with this only paſſage of Niiltiades. aud Themiſtocles 
in Plutarch - Miltiades had dove excellently for the good of his 
City and Common-weath, for which he was rewarded with ſo 
mnany trephies of Hono-,as Themiltocles afterwards his ſucceſſor 
could not Jieep or reſt perfeitly for dreaming, and continual in- 
cumbency of his thoughts and phanſie, upon the glorious At- 
chievements of Miltiades,which at laſt he matcht with his ows, 
May it ſ» fall out 'twixt your Honorable ſelf and Brethren, both 
your preſent and your future ſucceſſors, that they may never reſt 
without thoughts, and noble emulations of your famous atting 
for our King and Nation, and at laſt add another parallel to 
Plutarchs, iz becomming every one of them jncefBorly as glo- 
rious in the peoples. obſervation as your Noble ſelf. And fo may 
Wiſdoms bleſding, Prov.z. 16,17, reſt upon you all, Length of 
dayes be on your right hands, andon your left hands Riches 
and Honor ; your wayes be wayes of Pleaſantneſfs, and all 
your paths be Peace. Which s the prayer of  * 
Tour Lordſhips and Honorable Aſſiflants 
\ bumble Servant in Feſws Chrift, 
Sam, Stone, 
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Deceivers Deccived: 


OR, | 
The Miſtakes of W ickednels. 
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P r o v. XIV. the latter part of the 8” Verſe. 
-— But the folly of Fools is Deceit. 


> His particle [ But] being diſcretive 
and ſo conjunCtive, might occa- 
ſion me to take ſome notice of 
the connection ; but, becauſe 
that is not very uſual in the Pro- 
verbs, and the words themſelves 

WESS will ford us matrer enough'for 
our preſent Exerciſe, I ſhall therefore conſider 
them only abſqlutely withou relation, The folly of 
Fools 8. Dicer, 


B Folly 


-  Deceivers Deceiv'd; or, 


Folly an Fools are de res re & voce, the 
name and-quality of the one,deriv'd from the other ; 
every fool {o call'd by his folly, and all folly the qua- 
liry of fools , and rhe meaning ofthis quality, wicked- 
neſs the Wiſemans fool here is a wicked man ; he 
that knows: norrhis, may very well beboch. So 'twas 
in his Father David's languagetoo,Pfs.1h.1.The fool 
that ſaid in his heart,There was no Goda, is preſently 
expreſt by. corrups 41d abominable works, And in 
& Paul's likewife, Tit. 3.” 3. the 'diſobedlent "and 
ſlaves to luſt and malicious, &c, are all prefac't by 
[ fools ] ; We our ſelves were alſo fooliſh and diſe- 
bedient, &c. 

Now if folly be fin, and fools ſiriyers , the words 
afford us theſe rwo parts, a Suppoſition , and a 
Propoſition. | 

Firſt, A Suppoſition in the denomination of the 
ſubje&, Sin folly,” and ſinners are fools, 

Secondly, A Propoſition, by an attribution of a 
prxdicate to this ſubject, that is, Deteit;, Sin or folly 
& deceit. 

| The Suppoſition, rhar /n & folly, and ſinners; fools, 
would afford us ample medication for - this time : 
but becauſe Decertis a cauſal attribute unto ſin,/and 
antecedent to folly ; our firſt Parents being firftde- 
ceiv'd themſelves, before they |became fools or. fin- 
zers , and convey'd that appellation to poſterity; 
Deceit therefore ſhall firſt bop forth, Jeading $i»*in 
her hand : $in « deceit, and ſinners are deceiv/ d, that's 
our Obſervation, evict 
Sin # deceit , and ſinners are deteiv'd, 


: So 


The Miſtakes of Witkedueſs. 

So (peaks, Diyine VWiſdam here, and 'tis ſeconded 
with Humane : 1/4. 4. 17. tel wich*aach ſhould 
elter his ang nding, apd geegit beguile his ſoul. 
Wickedne(s a Deeeit are ſp int inſecal nd com- 
plicace one, with another, as het po murually C0) 
cxprcſs each ether: or, if you would rather that 
the Divine voice ſhould ecchoro irs ſelf again, ye 
may hgye it in the fore-mentioned, of Tits 3.3. 
where the feoliſh and d:ſebedient are rendred allo 
deceived; We onr ſclues were ſemetings fooliſh and 
diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts, &C. the 
ſervice of luſts ſer off with decesr, i 

I all proceed upon it for this preſent gccaſion 
only in wo ſteps or degrees of method, 

I. Inthe manner ot ſins acting. ' 

2. In the principles or reaſonings of {in, where- 
by the ſlaves or ſervants thcreofare deceiv'd. 

Firſt, that in the manner of fins acting, ic is deceit, 
"Ano bucks ore, ava ewrs 5 bu, (aid Clemens Alexanari- 
2s, The ſhadow or likeneſs is one thing, the reali- 
ty and ſubſtance is another. Now fin takes the 
ſhadow for the ſubſtance, the likeneſs for the reali- 
ty, and ſo commits her deceit. Ty 


Mendaciq; diu pietatis imagine fallyr , 


Said the wanton Siſter in the Poer, She comp gained 

that ſhe was deceived a long time under the lying 

likeneſs at /Picty, Thys doth the Prodigal peceyyc 

himſelt under the ſhew of Liberality , and.che Co- 

vetgus .man of Thrift, and the Intemperare in che 

frce ule} the Creature, and Fe Proud man under 
2 


.” a 


Deceivers Deceiv'd , or, 
a colour of Magnanimity, and the fooliſh Dueller 
in a miſtake of Valour : and thus through this 
nearneſs of likeneſs in appearance betwixt good 
and*evill, Chriſtian Liberty is eurn'd into Licen- 
riouſneſs; Chriſtian Aﬀability and Courteſie , 
into baſe proſtitute Flattery 3 Laudable Ceremo- 
ny, into Superſtition 3 Love into Luſt, Recreation 
into Volupwouſneſs , Feaſting into Luxury, De- 
cency of Apparel into Gaudery, Dominion into 
Tyranny,Subje&ion into Slavery, Faith into Phanſie, 
Hope into Preſumprion, Zeal into Fury, Godly ſor- 
row into worldly , and neceflary Humility into 
voluntary ; thus ſaith Clemens again, wir) N xnamres 
wo i rreſSerree,, ſpeaking of Virtue and Goodneſs ; 
They are depriv'd, ſairh he, ( meaning Erronious 
ſinners) thereof, being robb'd, or gull'd, and chea- 
ted, as if bewitched, and ſo deceived, If I have 
walked with vanity, or my feet have haſted after 
deceit , Job 31. 5. Deccit and Vanity ſo near to- 
gether , thar the ſame Stride gathers them both. 
| _ ſo much for the manner of the deceir of 
in. 

Secondly, Sin is deceit in the Principles , or 
Reaſonings , or Imazinations in the hearts of {in- 
ners, Which rhe power of the ſpiritual Militia 
caſteth down, 2 Cor. 16. 5. That ſuch deccirful 
reaſonings were alwayes inthe thoughts and com- 
munications of the ſons of men, appears not only 
by the Prophet Feremiah, Chap. 17. 9.” The heart 
of man # deceitful above all things: but, by the 
many caveats St, Pawl gives in ſundry places, Be not 
deceived ; and " niclindy in the 24 Chap, of the 
| —_- 


| The. Miſtakes of Witkedeſſe. 
Coloſiians, ver. 4. Let no man beguile you with en- 
ticing words ,. which is expreſt, ver. 8. by Philoſophy 
or vatn deceit, Philoſophy, you know, is a form 
of reaſoning 3 but, whereas 'tis expreſt by decert, 
we are not to underſtand thereby ( by the way ) 
thoſe good habits of the minde , which ſerve as 
Handmaids to dreſs up their Miſtres Divinity, and 
{cr her off with a more comely aad affefting beau- 
ty, but as Clemens again, i »iw wh av. t hu 'Emtipuar, 
«'upiow, &c, The Apoſtle, ſaich he , means not all 
Philoſophy, in that place, but only the Epicurean, 
that ”_ Providence, and deifyed Pleaſure , ma- 
king that a God ; denying the Reſurrection, andgany 
future ſtate of Being, &c, Which divination of 
the Fathers, I am the more inclinable unto, as moſt 
probable,by comparing with 1 Cor, 15. 32,33. vcr, 
where giving the ſame Caveat, Be not deceived, he 
preſently infers,, Let ws eat and drink, for to morrow 
we ſhall die, which being a Principle once brought 
tro communication, was evill and deceittul, and cor- 
rupted good manners. But this Principle being 
nor, as I hope, familiar in the thoughts and practiſes 
of men of our times, I ſhall not infilt upon,-nor yer 
others leading unto {in -more generally z my whole 
buſineſs therctore ſhall be at this time, to evince the 
deccit of ſuch Principles or Reaſonings only as have 
deceived the Fooliſh and Diſobedient of our latc 
diſmal Times, when as wickedneſs broke out like fire, 
in the Prophet 7ſaiahs phraſc,Ch.g.18.and devoured 
not only the ſhrubs and Cedars of our Lebaxoy, 
but even the Royal Oak himſelf, For prevention 
of which, and the like miſchiefs hereafter, occa- 
B 3 . flonable 


Cook, 


Decervers Decent ds, oy, 
ſionable-poſſibly by the fame deccirfalneſſe of mens 
thoughts through ſuch dangerous Principles, which 
arc ſhrewdly ſuſpe&ed tolye latent in the hearts of 
diſcontenred parties , as may ſeem by the daily jea- 
louſies of plotts and rumours of plotts : how truc 
though I leave to Authority to find out, yer not 
knowing howto conceal my fears, have made ir 
my work for the remainder of my hour to retexe 
the fallacies, or miſtakes of moſt of their deſtructive 
reaſonings, leſt wickedneſs ſhould afreſh concejve, 
and pregnate, and break forth, and bring forth more 
ſwords, and fire-brands amongſt us. Wherein, how- 
beit,l cannot bur preface this ſerious proteſtation that 
I mean not any upbraidmentor inſulting over mens 
weakneſlſes,or ignorances; but toconvince their Con- 
ſciences and tender the good of their Souls, as well 
as the ſafery of our dear and precious King and Na- 
tion. Toprocced then, 

x1. The firſt falſe poſition, or principle of decir 
whereby Wickedneſle hath been much heightnea, 
and improv'd, and may be again, is good Meanings, 
or good Intentions, as you may remember that ſcan- 
dall of the Law, who prepared for the Kings Tryal 
and Murder:ſaid athis Execution , he had good 1n- 
tentions, And ſo may we bclicve ot thoſe [aſt vile, 
ignorant, and publick Murtherers, who pretended 
that their bufineſſe was to prepare the way for the 
coming of Chriſt in his Kingdome ; Thus it men have 
caught but a'good Meaning by the end , as, for the 
Glory of God, the reformation of Religion and Laws, 
the ſupprefſron of Yice and 'Tyranny, or the like , 
they thinkthat then their ations are lawful and righ- 


reOus 


The Miſtakes of Wickedneſs. - 
teous though never ſo croſs to the Laws both of 
God and Man. | 

But ſuch men I deſire to take notice of that good 
meaning , Fohn 16, 2, Where Chriſt forctold, 
That ſome Noun murther his Apoſtles with a thought 
of doing Ged ſervice. See what a fair meaning here 
was in a moſt ugly helliſh Sin ! Could that meaning 
think you excuſe them > Let them obſerve alſo the 
meaning of St, Peter , Matth, 16. 22, Where ye 
may read , That Peter would by wo means conſent 
that his "Maſter ſhould dye : this was ſeemingly as fair 
a good meaning as'can be imagin'd;for an honeſt 1o- 
ving Servant to wiſh the life, and well-being of his 
dear good Maſter ; But, mark ye,the Devil himfclt 
could not have wifhr'us a greater miſchief than'that 
Chriſt ſhould not have'dycd , for then we and all 
the World befides had been damn'd in Hell, What 
a monſtrous wicked good meaning was this « Chriſt 
calling his chief Diſciple Devil-for't > And let them 
conſider one good Meaning more , to wit , of the 
Fews, who crucified ithe Lord of Life , under a 
go00d meaning of zeal for the Law of Moſes , and 
their/antient cuſtomes, Sub zelolegw odinm latebat 
Legiflatoris, Here wasthe greateſt wickedneſſe that 
ever was acted in the World, carryed on, under a 
good mo for the Law. | 

Now this being well remarked, I would afke of 
all thoſe who were guilty of the late Defe&#ion, -or 
rather 'Rebelion indeed ( for howloever policy co- 
vers it with 'a term-of indulgence, and-calls it only 
inconvenience, yerthe Pulpit may \not fo , we are 
' bid Cry aloud and ſpare mot , ani lift up our wotces 


like 


Deceivers DeceiyJ,;\.6r-, 
like Trumpets, aud tell the Houſe of ;Fuds their tranſ- 
greſions,and Iſrael their fins : Which we cannor do, 
unleſſe we call every' thing by it's own dultinctive 
name, a ſpade a ſpade,” Rebellion Rebellion, a, Re- 
bell a Rebe!l; ' excepr rhoſe in whom the Grace of 
Repentance'is viſibic by their contrary  ad&ttngs and 
retracations (for all whom there 15 both joy in Hea- 
ven, andthat, and honour alſo upon earth): but as 
for others who retain their old guilt vetore Godgha- 
ving never repented their abominations, but nouriſh 
cheir old principles of impiery under phanſied good 
meaning {o as to be ready to act over the ſame wick- 
ednefle again ; of tho(c I ſay I would demand; Sup- 
poſerhey had liv'd in thetime of-the Fews, and had 
concurr'd with them to:the murthering of Chriſt , 
and his Apoſtles with the fame good meanings alſo 
chat the Fews had , whether they could think them- 
ſelves any whit excuſable by thoſe good meanings 
more then the Jews ? if not (as we are fure, they 
can not, they having equally concurr'd in the finne, 
by the ſuppoſition , and therefore are cqually lya- 
ble in-guilr, for which the Jews arc puniſht in their 
poſterity to this day)the queſtion then will be, How; 
or why, they ſhould concave themſelves excnſable , 
or juſtifiable by their good meanings now , in or 
after the commiſſion of ſuch hoxrible iniquiries as 
Heaven and" Earth bluſh at , being in their whole 
latitude of circumſtantial aggravaiions of. as great , 
or rather greater criminableneſs than the cr#c:fixion 
of Chriſt himſelf (ſetting aſide the diſproportion of 
the Obje&as Chriſt was God,and therein infinite)and 
more intenſely, and accumulately aca Ab > 

| an 
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Can it enter rhe heart of any knowing Chriſtian to 
believe, that. ſo ſleight a thing as good meanings 
ſhould juſtifie ſuch abominarions, as all the Miſerics 
and Impieties of a voluntary, unnatural, and rebel- 
lious War, which ſwept away Myriads of inno- 
cent Chriſtians, and good Subjes, andafterwards 
One, like David, worth ten or a 100000 thouſand 
of them, the dear and prccious anointed of the 
Lord him(clf > 

No, beloved, good meanings avail nothing, in ſuch 
prodigious Wickedneſs at leaſt : Though a bad 
meaning may make a cood attion bad ;, yet, good 
meanings can never make a bad attion, good. 
Quid, furemur divitibus ut demws pauperibus ? ſaith 
St. Auguſtine, Shall we ſteal from the Richto give 
unto the Poor > There's a Meaning good enough, 
but a Means every whit as bad. Sr. Bernard therc- 
fore teacheth us better, As there muſt be Charitas 
in intentione ; {o there muſt be Yeritas in eleftione, 
ſaich he, A choice of true and ae a means, for every 
true and genuine end, Becaule we creatures are 
not immediate and complicate with our end, as 
God is, who himſclf is his own End; but we are 
at adiſtance from our end, and therefore muſk 
conſult and deliberare upon the choice of our 
means in order thereunto, which are moſt proper, 
ſuitable, and lawful for attainment : He that thinks, 
in the uſe ofunlawful means or a&tions, wich them 
to attain the ſcope of righteouſneſs, and happineſs 
therewith, is like one, as a late Writer wittily {i- 
milizerh; That rowles himſelf upon a bed of thorns 
ro lleep eaſily 3 or, that A; his face to: the Eaſt to 
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co to bed with the Sun in the Weſt; which are 
meer impoſhbilities and repugnances. Beloved , 
Good works will be in heaven, to the eternal glory 
of their Author 3 when as evill works, for all their 
200d meanings, will be in hell, without Repentance, 
to the etcrnal thame of cheir Actors. To conclude 
this, as he cannot well be thought to mean il}; who 
docth well ; ſo, nor he likely ſo muchas to mean wel, 
whoreſolves and continues to do 2l, 

And therefore, my brethren, fince good meanings 
are ſo leight an excuſe for wicked ations, no bet- 
ter than the ignorance of the Law , whence they 

oceed, and juſtifies no man ; let all thoſe that 

ave followed the fin of Feroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
who made Iſrael to fin, not only in the calves of 
Bethel, but alſo in dividing from the Crows of Tuda ; 
let them all ſeriouſly bethink themſelves, and repent 
betwixt God and their ſouls, and ſtrive to become 
pricked in their hearts with remorſc, as were the 
Fews , notwithſtanding all their good meanings , 
leſt , under the ſecurity they have by the indemni- 
ry temporal of their Lives and Eſtates, they hazzard 
= ſalvation of their ſouls, being no power tempo- 
rary can indemnifie a ſoul. | 

And let all ſuch beware further, who are ſtill feed- 
ing upon the old leaven of Malice and Wickedneſs, 
whereby they nouriſh unto themſelves diſcontents 
and murmurings in their Tents againſt Moſes and A4a- 
row becauſe they arc whipta little while longer with 
the rods of their own making, and ſtung with the 
tails of thoſe Scorpions hatchet by their own Cocka-» 
trice Eggs : Let them, I ſay, beware how they ad- 
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venture uponſuch odious and perilous ations again, 
under & concceit of doing lawfully by their good Mea- 
nizgs; tor, believe it, they will prove no better 
then thatin Darrel, Mene mexe rekel upharzin ©: bein 
weighed, they'l be found too light, when the _ 
writing of judgement is nponthe wall againſt them, 
A ſecond deceitful Principle is, Following 4 god- 
ly party 5 whetcof I take occalion-to ſpeak, from a 
paſſage of mine own experience z fot: being .conſul- 
red ohce in point of conſcience; by a perſon of a 
conliderable quality, a lictle after the beginning of 
the late Miſcries, Whether he-might lawfully and 
with a ſafe conſcience, take - one of the Rebellious 
Oaths or Proteſtations > And I having anſwered 
him in the; Negative , that he might notdo- ir with 
a ſafe conſcience 3 He replyed, That he world hold 
with the godly and praying Party ; and ſo took ir. 
And indeed this was thevulgar Error of England, 
at that time, to follow thoſe who, had the moſt 
wma ſhews of godlineſs in outward appearance 
eyond others, and by advantage thereof , gave 
the Condu@ and Clarigation to the fatal VVar. 
Now to this I ſhall diſcourſe, that however Re- 
ligion be indeed the beſt practiſe in the world , 
and to follow a Godly or Religious party, be the 
beſt alſo for a mans imitation, ceteris paribus, all 
things equally conſidered, Be ye followers of me, as 
Iam of Chriſt, ſaith St. Pau! 3; but nevertheleſs , 
without muchheedfulneſsand circumſpecion, there 
may be great deceit in it. | 
For fart, I would know of ſuch people, who 
arc apt to be taken with this reaſoning, What 
C2 Godly 
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Godly party it is they would fain follow > If 
mean, by the Godly party, ſuch as place their Rel- 
gion in Whimzics , and Humors, and Singulari- 
ries, and Curioſities, and Phanſies, and AﬀeRari- 
ons, in Mimick mouths, and Antick faces, in Can- 
ting phraſes, and Aﬀe&ed Graces, in Twinckling 
of the eyes, and Ronching of the noſe, in long 
Prayer , and ſhort hair , which ye know was the 
uiſe before 'the Troubles ; though n6w, tis but 
the character of a Quaker, or ſcarſe that ; in flaſhes 
of Teal, and mazes of the Spirit, in length and 
uantity, rather than in quality and perfeQion of 
ty, in rude anhelous pantings, and interrupt 
breathings art Devotion, in paſſionate interjeRions, 
and extempore imperfetions, and as many Ah 
Lord's, as the Papiſts have 4h Lady's at their 
Ave Maries; in outſide auſterity and abſtinence 
from Indifferencies 3 as, from the Lot in Recreation, 
and from Ceremony in Religion; in taking down 
a ſtone-baſon, and ſetting up a pewter-baſon ; or, 
taking it from the Church door, and ſetting ir at the 
Miniſters Pew door 3 in taking down a Saint-holy- 
day , ' and ſctting up-a Parliament-holyday ; in 
ceaſing to feaſt for the Birth of Chriſt, and feaſting 
rather for the dca h of Chriſtians, and many ſuc 
like, If ſuch be the Godly Party, whom any peo- 
ple would follow , we all know that this is the 
Party who have deceived this poor Church and 
'Nation, into all the miſchief and ruine it hath ſuf- 
fered : this is a Godly Party with an amuſement, 
enough to make Religion and Godlineſs ir ſelf 
ridiculous and contemptible, in the ay" 
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wiſe and indifferent men, even Pagans themſelves ; 
and therefore, to follow ſuch a Godly Party mult 
needs be deceit. 

Secondly, Pur caſe the Godly Party, to be fol- 
lowed, were the moſt wiſe and regular Church- 
Society ; yet, to follow them fo, as to make a total 
reſiznation unto them of our Faich and Reaſon, 
Conſciences and Aﬀections , as the Community of 
the people did unto the Long-Parliament, this alfo 
muſt needs be a deceit 3 becauſe theſpirir of Error 
iS apt to infinuate and creep into the beſt Soctettes 
of men in the World, Fas ergo eft aliqua, Celeſtia 
peffora falli, There was folly found in the Angels, 
and chaffe inthe firſt floor Chriſt ever lay'd, which 
if he with his fan inhis hand, had not purged. out 
of their hcarts, Satan himſelf would have winow- 
cd chem as wheat. So ſhall you ſee the cleereft 
ſtreams, ſtained with a vein of puddle z the pureſt 
Pupil moated ; the moſt radiant Stars dimmed with 
the ſteams of Terrene vapors; ſo the moſt eminent 
in place of ation found of Error ; the very Pillars 
of the Church ſomctimes chinckt in with ſome ſtones 
of offence, Errare piſſum, ſaith St. Auguſtine, he 
might Err, he confcſt ; only would not be an Here- 
tick. The High-Prieſt may have the Urim and 
Thummim on his breaſt, but neither the one in his 
head, nor the other in his heart, I know no pro- 
miſe of Infallibi'icy univerſal, except tothe Churche 
univerſal , as comprehending all Perſons, Times , 
and Places, as Chillingworth gives itz or, unleſs to 
the Apoſtles rhemſclves, and that too, as they: ated 
their Supream AR FER cles 
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for St. Peter and St. Pasl werc at a contradiction”, 
and both parties could not have the right; and Pas! 
and Barnabas were at a contention. The Spirit of 
truth ſhall zaide you into all truth, was the Promiſe of 
Chriſt ; He that ſaid it, is as true as his Word, bur 
well underſtood, not in the whole circumference of 
the Terms, but in the limitation of the Senſe z AU 
rrurchs fundamental , the eſſential conſtituents of a 
Charch, the Spirit of Chriſt hath promiſed ro lead 
his Church into. And ſo he doth; for the Church 
is rhe Pillar of Truth, and the foundation of God 
ſtanderh (ure ; bur as for other truth's of analogie, 
inference and remore conſequence, that like 
backer houſes, ſhew not ar firſt ſight, in the buil- 
ding of faith 3 into ſuch truth's as theſe, the Spiric 
of Truth, harhnot promiſed to lead us bur ſome- 
times lcaves us to the ſpirit of Error, who does his 
beſt to do his worſt, and deceive thoſe that believe. 
Inſtance whereof you may take in the moſt glo- 
rious Church of Chriſtendom , this of England, 
whom the old Dragon, according to his ufe of 
perſecuting the Woman into the Wilderneſs, harh 
endeavoured to bring (in our late dayes of Tribu- 
lation) into contempt and diſgrace,in the view of the - - 
whole World ; and to that end had inſinuated ſuch 
miſchievous Deluſions, into the rwo chief Partics 
of her moſt conſiderable 'intereit , after once divi- 
ded, as the moſt remarkable in theic own thoughts, 
and their Diſciples admiration 3 for ftrifnels and 
ſeveriry of life, were grofly miſled into the fouleſt 
miſcarriage imaginable, as to their Politicks in the 
caſe of Sube&ion & Government,On the otter _ 

they 
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they which were moſt regular 'and beſt principled 
in underſtanding of Government and Learmng , 
were not alogerher, ſome of them, in mens obſcr- 
vation, ſo perfe& in their Morals as they ſhould 
have been ; and therefore, to conclude, in both 
reſpe&s aforcſaid, to follow a Godly Party may be 
deceitful, although carers paribas, all things equally 
conſidered, A Godly party, eſpecially truly godly, 
i5 beſt imitable with Wiſdom and CircumſpeQtion, 
but not ſimply and abſolutely. So much for the 
ſecond deceittul Reaſoning whereby Wickedneſs 
hath been much improved, 

A third Principle of deceir, whereby wickedneſs 
doth much impregnate,is a reaſoning from contraries, 
as in caſe ſome perſon or perſons do aft wickedly 
in their way, that therefore others ating the quite 
contrary, ſhall be allowed and warranted as righ- 
reous in what they do, becauſe contrary, Which 
ſeems indeed to carry ſome reaſonableneſs and pro- 
bability with it, it being backer with a ſhew of 
Logick, Contrariorum contraria ſunt conſequentia, 
Of contraries there are contrary conſequences, 
And ſo in Phyſick , Contraria contraris curantur , 
Evils in mens bodies are remedied by their contra- 
ries, And in Philoſophy likewiſe , Contraria mutuo 
ſe pellunt , Contraries expel one the other, But 
nevertheleſs, this kind of Reaſoning is moſt deceit- 
full without wary diſtinguiſhing, 

To which purpoſe we muſt diſtinguiſh ; there is 
a contraricty natural, and contrariety moral. 

The contrariety natural, is firſt betwixt the Ele- 


ments, as Fire and Water, which arc mutually de- 
ſiructive 
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ftructive one of the other ; and much like are the 
extreams of Virtue, as Avarice and Prodigality, 
to inſtance in no more, which are as inconſiſtent 
and expellent of cach other, as Fire and Water, 
and therefore Icall them Contreries natural; for 
though as they ſtand in oppoſition to the mean 
which is Virtue, they are morally contrary; yet as in 
contra-diſtintion of one to the other , they are bur 
natural Contraries. 

There is alſo another contrariety Called moral, as 
before ; that is, betwixt the Extreams and the 
Mean, alias Virtue, which I call Contraries being 
oppoſite, as Good and Evill moral, they differing 
as much as Wiſdom and Folly, which we all know 
to be coprrary 3 the mean, which is Virtue, being 
acted by Wiſdom, according to Ariſtotle in his 
his Erhicks , ierowwn ws xi», and the extream by 
Folly. | | 
f Now to apply this Diſtin&ion, 

If men ſhall reaſon the lawtulneſs of their aRi- 
ons, by practiſing the ſenſe of Contrarics natural 
or exteme, or running from one extreme to another, 
they are foully deceiv'd. 


In vitium ducit culpe fuga, ft carer Arte : 


(ſaith rhe Poet) The declining of one Vice incurs 
another, if done without Prudence, which governs 
all virtuous a&ions 3 howbeir to decline one Con- 
trariy in a moral ſenſe, and turn to the other; 
that is, from Vice to Virture, from Evill to 
Good , from Sin to Righteouſneſs, is a rati- 
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tionall and wiſe praftiſe; otherwiſe falſe and deceir- 
full; As for inſtance:ſome men are lewd and viti- 
ous iti their lives and tohverſations, bredKing all' the 
rules of virtue ; others therefore preſuming to them- 
ſelves ſafety and lawfulhefle in their ations by tun- 
ning into an extream diſtance from thtm,deſire to a- 
void thetri in whatſoever they do, although they are 
as good- politically as tothe government and lawsof 
4 Natlon (according to Arrfrotle that Mali wir : 
may be Boys Civs , ah evillman in manners may 
be a good: Subjet to his Prince ) as they are bad 
morally ; whence follows ſeparations,diviſiohs, and 
contentions betwixt them , and theteupon occaſio- - 
nally civill diſferitions ahd wart roo even! azainſt the 
Prince himſelf, becauſe the contrary in vice is for the 
Prince in Loyalty, Sir vitant ftulti witia ; This is 
the contrariety of fools, and praQiſets of extfeams. 

The Church of Rome maintaines good works as 
cauſ4lland 'fmetirorious in the poirit of Fuſtification, - 2 
others therefore French , and Germane Divines , 
chihking tturh on their ſide,by a quite contrary judg- 
hent,have gon ſo farreftom them into the extream , 
as not to allow atty goog wotk at all before Juftif- 
cation 5 albeit ſo confeſſedly neceſſary for the qua- 
lifcatioh of Faith it ſelf , in her exiſtence and, ope- 

#atioh; Sievitewt flaltivita, This is the contrari- 
ety 'of extreams. | | 
The Church of Rowe ſetts forth fo many Cerc- 
' monies, as amount to Superſtition : ſome there- 
fore of our fide,to avoid that, would have no Ce- 
 tem6hyatall.; and (o diſ-robe the Chiirch of all 
her. extethall decentials, _ badge of Antiqui- 
o 
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ty. Sic vitant Stulti vitia ; This is the contrarietyof 
ools. 

The Churchof Rome eſtabliſhes as many Holydaiecs 
almoſt as daics, and therefore our wiſe Afſemblers 
and Religioniſts of Jate would have no Holydaics be- 
fides the Sabbath ar all;not ſo much as for the. Cele- 
-brationof the Nativity of Chriſt himſelf. $ic vitanr 
fulti witia, This is the contrariety of Fools. 

The Church of Rowe patter over their forms, of 
Pater Nofter , and Ave-Maries, and ſomany cmp- 
ty ſlight Colle&s, as a wiſe Chriſtian can ſenſe it no 
better then meer ſuperfluity : others therefore would 
have no form of Prayer at all , no not ſo much as che 
Common Prayer it {clf,chough it be the very Chara- 
Qeriſtick of our Church of Exelaxd, todiſtinguith ir 
from other Proteſtant Churches, Sic witant ſtulti vi- 
gia , This is the contrariety of Extreams, 


Some pra&iſe the Sabbath as not keeping it at all, 
withour any obſcrvation of duty all the day long ; 6- 
thers therefore would be ſeem in declining this extre- 
mityto keep ir without any intermiſſion of dutryſrom 
morning, until deep at right : as if the Lords day 
which by the pra&tiſe of all the Churches is a feſtival, 
a day of joy, & to be called our delight,ſaith the pro- 

het 1f«i,c.58. 13. Exod. 31. 17. and arefrcſhment 
aith Moſes,explayning reſt as if ſuch aday ſhould be 
more onerous or burthenſome then a Faſt, or as if 
the perfetion of holineſs ſhould confiſt in length,and 
quantity,which is a known property of'im © ions 
or as if purity of reformation (whereof this of the 
ſabbath they moſt aſtentate)ſhowld be ſeen chiefly in 
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a likeneſſe unto Fews in their Devotion , as the 
were too much like them in the late Kings, The Lor 
anointed,decollation , Sic vitant fiulti vitia, This is 
the contrariety of extreams. VVhich rogether with 
the premiſes ſhews, the Principle of reaſoning from 
contraries,to be fooliſh; ' and deceitful. 

A fourth deceirful Principle of wickedneſs, whence 
vain workers of iniquity reaſon to themſelves the 
lawfulneſle of their vileſt praRtices , is, Succeſſe in 
them, Becauſe their ations though never ſo mon- 
ſtrous, and abominable, do nevertheleſſe' proſper , 
and take effect according to their delires 3 they con- 
clude therefore , 'Twas Gods will and pleaſure fo 
ro have them come to paſſe , and thereby _ war 
rant and applaud themſelves as inſtruments of effet-' 
ing Gods purpoſes, and giving iſſue to his providen- 
tial Decrees forſooth,as the only ſervants ofthe moſt 
High, Whereupon it follows in the Poets ptrale , 
That Proſperum Scelus Virtw Yeocetur, Wicked- 
neſſe muſt be new Chriſtened, and called a Virtue 
As the late Rebellion was called the Good old Cauſe; 
nay God himſelf was invited to be the Godfather to'r 
and *rwas called the Cauſe of God : for the promoti- 
on whereof, Religion it ſelf deform'd by _ 
_ was fain to play the Hypocrite. and mockt God wit 

Thanksgivings for his bleſſing = the Enterpriſe , 
«and his wonderfull mercy in the Succeſſe;and Prayer, 
and Faſtinz too,did take their turn to implore divine 
aſſiſtance for the further carrying on , and mainte- 
nance of the Prodigie. God hemſalf being thus entt- 
rled both Father & Author thereof, The deceitfulneſs 


of which reaſaning appears ſutficiently in this, Thar 
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the very. Turks themſelves from the ſame ne 
may pleadthe cauſe of Mahomer > and juftity their 
Tyranny, and furpation over. half the World al- 
moſt; and fo, ye know/ had Popery ſpread over: all 
Chriiſtendome tor many hundred ,years:, and is yer 
ſucceſsfull over a great part thditvofs Yea fin ir (elf 
aftcr it had once entred, prevailed over al the World; 
which 1 hope noman wilk be fo, wretched asto im- 
pure to God as the Awhor thereof , howbeir it had 
ſucceſſe.enough, as to.it {elf as welb as Mahometiſm 
and Popery. He that rates, the righteouſnefle.' and 
lawfulneſte of ations by their coming to. cffe&,'or. 
their-ſacceſſe by mens proſpcring in them, may very 
well allow the Atheiſts Argument in Martial, Celine 
by pvame , who, would prove there was neither God, 
nor Heaven, 294 ſe videt,dum negat hac, beatum, 
becauſe be profpcred. in that: opinion. But what vir- 
tue ſaever there might ſuppoſedly have been in this 
Argument of ſucceſte during the time of Wicked- 
nefle, what Rirength hath ic, now that Monſter of 
Iniquity. j- which gave, being to. ſo much fatal ſuc- 
celle is, quite.cut.otf, Branch, and\ Root, head- and 
tayL,Carkaſls and Rump, and. thoſe Vecrmine thar 
crawled out from.hcr poyſonons bowels are lefe to 
rot intheir own ftanch and contagion ? The. memory 
of the wicked ſhall:rot , ſaith (Solomon ; 1 and their 
members. roo,ſay I. And:may they. rot and” repents 
in, miſery, and/ſhame if they could: the impudence, 
and ignorance of{uch lewd-reaſoning;, ' as from the 
Evens and a little temporary. Succeſle to: juſtific the 
p—_—_ abominations that ever. were-done(one on- 
y. excepted; ) upon.the face of the earth : the Po- 
ct's 
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et's curſe therefore is now upon rhem 3, Careat ſucceſ- 
fhus opta, Quiſquts ab evewtu fafia notanda bit 
ict, For arguing ſo wickedly, and deceittully from 
ſacceſlc, never to- haveſucceſſe more ; for what fuc- 
ceſſe dothey deſerve who make voyd: the Law of 
God, which ſhould be the rule of: all ations, and 
meaſure them by events or effects, as reſults of Gods 
Willin Decree , tn the bringing whereof to pafe, 
their hazds and, counſels chiefly being inftrumenral, 
they think; they have done. well, and are the only 
Servants of the Almighty 3 not conſidering that men 
ſlizhting the revealed: Will of God in his writren 
/ord, which they are only bound to- obſerve ; for, 
Viuendum ſecundum Precepta, non ſecundum decreta ; 
The will of Gods Commandemens-mult be onr rule, 
not ot his Decree, which are unknown, Things re- 
vealed belong to us and our children, that we may 
da all the words of the Law, Deur. 29, «lt, where- 
as ſecret things belang unta the Lovd only, verſe the 
ſame 3; ngt.confdering) this, I tay , bue prefuming 
aro thoſgerets ob che Almighty, to unvayveland mea- 
ſure our; the myRentes ob his Wecrecs,, and reſolve 
theng by. their own-phanſies, they little think, char 
whereas, good: men do the known' will of God to 
their Salvatiom, wicked met, fuch as them(clves, 
may. perform the ſecren wilt of God to- their Dam- 
nation, - as the- wretched» Jews crucified! the Lord of 
Life to, theip; evcnlafting contulion, albeic be was 
delivered bythe: determinate counſel and fore-know- 
ledge. of God, AG-2. 23. And. as the Aſſyrian was 
the Rodof Gods om gon” ro. puniſh a —_— 
12/Þ: 3 ca 
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cal Nation, but afterwards thrown into fire, 1/a,1o. 
And Pharaoh's obſtinacy ſcrved for the magnification 
of Gods Name and Power over all the Earth, Roms. 
9. 17, whiles himſelf was therefore drowned in the 
Red-Sca, and became a Type of Reprobates in Hell : 
Let no man therefore hercafter deceive himſelf 
with this fa'ſe imagination of lawfulneſs in his acti- 
On , becauſe eventually 'tis or may be ſucceſs- 
ful , and being brought to pals, may ſeem to an- 
ſwer unto the Purpoſe and Decree of God , that 
God would fo have it. For there is no more war- 
rant of lawfulneſs from ſuch a plea, rhan for a Sons 
wiſhing his Fathers death, becauſe, ir ſo falling ont, 
his wiſh concurr'd with the ſecret will of God who 
had determined the Fathers dayes. 
So much for diſcovery of the fourth Deceit. 


A fifth deceit in the praftiſe of fin, is a Plea of 
Neceſlity : Some ugly {in or fins being once pallia- 
ted and allowed, and the” poor Conſcience baffled 
with ſome pretext of the lawfulneſs thereof, gives 
allowance afterward to any thing thar ſhall appear 
neceſſary for the maintenance or carrying on of the 
formcr ; as a Thief aſſaulting a Traveller for his 
Purſe, in caſe of being ſtoutly reſiſted, even to the 
hazard of captivation , or life z will think it law- 
ful, becauſe neceſſary, rather to kill the Defendant if 
he can , than to;be kill'd himſelf , or taken Pri- 
ſoner; which neceffiry was only of his own making. 
So the Patriarchs having ſold their Brother Foſeph 
into Egypt, brought upon themſelves a neceſſity of 
concealing their wickedneſs from Facob, with _ 

ſhift 
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ſhift of a lyc ; the like did Gebcz5 to his Maſter Et:- 
fha; ſo when the conſpiracy of Achitophel and 4b- 
ſolom had broken out into open rebellion, their coun- 
ſc] found it no leſsrhan neceſſary to make fhort work 
on't, and murder good King David z and not long 
afterwards, Jeroboam to make good the defeRion of 
the ten Tribes of Fuda, ſaw a neceſlity of changing 
che true Worſhip of God into Idolatry, ſetting 
up a new mode of Worſhip and Prieſthood ar Be- 
thel for the Pcoples reſort thereunto, leſt holding 
the ſame uniformity of Religion, they might return 
again to the ſame unity of Government and affe- 
&tion at their anniverſary meetings in their Royal 
City Feruſalem : Such was that Doctrine of De- 
vils taught by our Engliſh Regicides, who conſci- 
ous to themſelves of that inexptable wrong they had 
done unto their good King, and that his difplea- 
ſure therefore might be implacable, diſpairing al- 
ſo leaſt every one of his fricnds where they met 
them ſhould fall upon and kill chem, concluded to 
make a ſhort work of it, with the Mode nereſſe to 
cut off his head, and for their berter ſecurity in this 
diſmal wickedneſs, they found it further neceſſary 
to deſtroy the very foundations of the Rightcous, 
turning all things topſie turvic, and trampling un- 
der foot all Laws both of God and Man, and change- 
ing the whole Fabrick of Government both Eccleſi- 
aſtick and Civil. 

But now what a pitiful and wretched deception is 
this, as if there were any neceſſity of (inning ; be- 
like then according to the Modal «Afquipolience in 


Logick, 2uod neceſſe eſt eſſe, impoſſibile- eſt non pi 
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If it be neceſſary to fin, by conſequence 'tis impoſ- 
ſible not to fin; and ſo God ſhould command 
his creatures impoſhbilities in cotnmanding them to 
abſtain from ſin, which groſsly impoleth upon t:is 
infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Holineſs 3 for we all 
know, andare well aſfurcd of, a necefiity of repen- 
tance in caſe of fin committed; Go thy wayes, [in 
no more , leſt a worſe thing happen unto thet, was 
che counſel'of Chriſt himſelf: and David's likewiſe, 
God ſhall wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as 20 on ſtill 
in their wickedneſs, as he hath wotinded the 
hairy ſcalp of many of them ro your knowledge 
already, and mounted them aloft to be ſpectacles 
of his indignation tothe world, notwithſtanding theit 
pretended neceſſities for what they fo inoiouſly 4t- 
ed; and therefore whoſocver hereafter betng warn'd 
by ſuch examples , ſhall embolden themſelves un- 
der the ſame conceit or confidence of necefficate- 
lawfulnefs in their wicked proceedings, I hall 
ſeave them under the Apoſtles curſe, 2 Tim. 2x. 
They' ſhall wax worſe 4nd worſe, dectiving and be- 
ing deceived, from one degree of vilenefs they ſhall 
grow to anorhecr , fin being of a progreſſive and 
propagating nature, ill ar laſt they come ro indu- 
rationand occzcation, their hearts 'will be ha»dued 
throuzh' the decenfulneſs of fin, Heb, 3. 13. and fo 
| = their hardweſs and tmpenitency. of hearrs trea- 
ure up unto themſelves wrath agrirſt the day of 
wrath, Roi. 4.5. And therefore avain; Let not 
the may of widlence that hath appreſſe4 z»d taken 
away a houſe which he builded xt, Job 26, 19. deccive 
his ſoul with a pretence of lawtulnefs , under con- 
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ceited neceſſiry of keeping what he hath extorting- 
ly gotren for his neceſſary maintenance  for,in ſuch 
a caſe, Non minus eft witium, quam quarere, parts 
tneri, he ſins as much in keeping, as in getting un- 
juſtly, or rather more : Zachems his practice would 
better become 'him , to reſtore four-fold ; or clſe 
for his covetouſneſs he may gain Gehezi's advantage 
to boot, a Leproſie both upon Body and Soul : and 
what a ſad cozenage and deceit doth he therein pur 
upon himſelf in gaining the World to loſe his 
Soul? 
A Sixth deccitful principle or erroncous reaſoning 
and vain imagination of wicked men is a perſwaſion 

rounded on'y upon a concept of being led forth and 
| Ka: in thcir ations by the Spirit , which they 
phanſy bctwixt a good meaning perhaps and a pang 
of blind zeal, and an abhorrence alfo of ſome cxter- 
nal vices, anda ſhew of outward auſterity , and a 
devotion of their own way , that looks much like 
holineſle it ſelf > and whereby they conceit them- 
ſelves to be the only beloved, accepred, and acquain- 
ted with God , and conſequently all the ſtirrings and 
imaginations of their vain deceittull hearts, tobe the 
very motions and impulſes of Gods holy Spirit him- 
ſelf , the condu& whereof any do and will follow , 
not only without the warrant but contrary unto the 
Cx eſſe letter of Scripture, and ſo commur the grea- 
reſt enormities in the World, Murder, Treaſon,Per- 
jury, Sacriledg, Perſecution ofthe Lords anointed , 
his Princes and Nobles, his Prieſts and Prophets, and 
the moſt wiſc andrightcous of his people 3 and ju- 


ſige themſelves therein, as doing God ſervice, and 
E furchcring 
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furthering his Glory, by ſeconding the ſecret mo- 
vings and impulſes of his Spiritz Counting it alſo 
their Calling extraordinary , as the wretched Mur- 
derers reaſoned for their fearfull execution of our 
late Lord and King, deceiving their perverſe minds, 
by not diſtinguiſhing the motive and direQtive part 
of every morall and humane ation ; There is the 
direQive part of the ations of man aswell as the mo- 
tive and impulſive , otherwiſe mcer motion and 
impulſe might ſerve the turn , but not as direction 
is allo required ; Now for the direQion of a man in 
any aion of his life to be accounted for,there is no 
abie Rule but the Word of God,Pſal.119.195, Thy 
Word is as a Lamp unto ny feet, and a light unto 
my pathes , and verſe 130. The entrance of th) Word 
giveth light, and Pal, 19. $8, The Commandewents 
of the Lord are pure , enlighrening the cies, and by 
them « thy Servant warned, verſe 11. Solſa.$.20. 
To the Law and to the 1eſtimony ; if they ſpeak noi 
according to this word,jt & becauſe there # no light 
in them ; nolight , no dirc&ion, no inſtruftion, no 
warrant, meaſure, or rule for what they door ſpeak 
if done or ſaid contrary to this written Word,which 
is the abſtra& or ſummary of the whole Law of God 
both naturall and reveald, and neceſſary for direi- 
on in all caſes of ation morall, both naturall, and 
ſupernatural;either in terms, analogic, or inference: 
and therefore for any man to pretend an impulſc, or 
motion, from ſome ſpirit only, however fancied, or 
conceired to be of God himſelf , yer without al- 
lowance of this his word , he as but by half a 
principle ; to wit without the guiding and direQive 

| ' part 
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part, andſo hath nohelp or condu& at all of the 
good Spiritz VVho movesno man contrary to the 
rule of his own word, more then the Pen-man doth 
the hand of his Schollar contrary to his own Coppy, 
but altogether according , for elſe the Learner ſhal 
never write upto it, Andno more can any man 
whatſoever anſwer the form of Righteouſneſle ; or 
Lawfulneſſe,in any of his actions that. forſakes his 
coppy , or rule,be ſhould be guided by z- Thar is,the 
written word of truth , which is the only tryall of e- 
very Spirit, and of cvery motion, and impulſe, whe- 
ther of God or no. He that knoweth God heareth us, 
ſaich St, John, 1 Epiſt, 4. 6. And he that is not of 
God heareth not us ; and hereby know we the Spirit 
of truth, and the Spirit of error 5 That is, by their a- 
_ greement, or diſagreement unto the words preached 
bD St. Fohn and thereſt of the Apoſtles, which were 
ſpoken and written for our inſtructions, and deli- 
vered down unto us , and now with the otter books 
of Holy Oracle are called Scripture or the written 
Word of God; The light and guidance whereof 
whoſoever retuſeth, to follow the condut of ſome 
pretended Spirit only diverſc or contrary to it ; In- 
ſtcad of being led by the Spirit of God, doubtleſſe 
be is led by the Spirit of the Devill , as I make no 
queſtion thoſe late wretched publick Murtherers were 
(whom the Right Honourable the preſent Lord 
Maior had the Lot under Gods grace and providence 
to ſuppreſſc,to his monumental honor 3 the trophie 
whercof be his unto all poieny , I ſay, they were 
not led by the Spiritof God, but by the _ of 
the Devill, as indeed ſome ſaid, They fought like 
E 3 Divels 
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Divells, Men had asgood follow thoſe ſpirirs the 
Prophet #4, ſpeaks of in the forementioned Chap- 
ccr,oppolitely untothe Law , and the Teſtimonie - 
Spirits thar peep and murrer, that is, fpiri's of wit- 
ches, and wizards, with whom it may be doubred 
thatrheſe ſpirit-people are too familiar, I ſhall ſu- 
peradd to this particular but one. plain Similie of a 
' blind metled horſe let looſe , which by reaſon of his 
metall will be ever prauncing, and friſking up and 
down, till at length he getrs upon the rop of a ſteep 
bank or precipice , and from thence for wantof his 
ſight, down he tumbles and breaks his neck ; And 
ſuch verily will be the end of all blind zealots who 
ſhut their cies againſt the light, and direQion of 
Gods word, and right Reaſon, tofollow,in the hear 
and metal of their zeal, bare morions and impulſes as 
pretended from ſome Spirit 5 However in their con- 
ceirs and imaginations divine, they will certainly,be- 
fore they are aware, fall ar Jaft npon ſome Jewd un- 
reaſonable wicked practice or other, thar will break 
the neck of al} their repmatton both in Chriſtianity, 
and Civility , and withow metcy upon their repen - 
trance , throw then down headlong the precipice of 
Hell ; Sr. Pal therefore ſhall conclude , Let no 
man hereafier deceive you neither by Word , nor Let- 
ter, nor Spirit, 2 Thel. 2.2. 

Which two words of the Apoſtle [ Lerter and 
Spirit ] minde me of the Appendix mentioned in 
the Dedication ; Letrer and Spirit having in the 
terms, a very fair conteRion with the literal and ſpi- 
ritual ſenſc of Scriprure ; whereby, gotwithſtandin 
what hath becn ſaid againſt the blinde motion and 


impulſe 
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impulſe of a Spirit, ſome Miſtakers coticeiving them- 
ſelves wiſer and more defenſible than the former, do 
warrant themſelves in their wicked ations, not only 
in Politicks, but Morals alſo, from the ſenſe and fpt- 
ritual meaning of the Word of God itſelf; as if up- 
on conviction, by the former Reaſoning, whar they 
may not do by a bare impulſe or motion, they may 
nevertheleſs do in their thoughts by a ſpiritual mea- 
ning of the written VVord , the rule whereof they 
ſeem not to refuſe. But this alſo, Beloved, is a very 
fallacious imagination, which I ſhall defire ro Dt- 
ſcourſe by way of reducibleneſſe as an Appendix 
unto the great deceit of Condu& by the Spirit laſt 
confured 3 and to that purpoſe do obſerve that a 
ſpiritual Meaning or fenſe. of Scriprere oppoſite 
unto, or diverſe from, the ſenſe of the Letter, is ve- 
ry deftructive, and deceprive of foolith ſinners, 
ſuch as St, Peter calls unſtable and tnlearned, (uch as 
arc apt to wreſt the Scriptures, not only to their 
own , bur others deſtruction alſo, even whole 
Church, Nations, and Kingdoms, a3 well Kings as 
their Pcopke 3 may wircteof there are, who taking 
upon them a boldneſs, throuzh this perſwaſton, ro 
wave the fenſc of the Letter of the written Word, 
where the Commands of God agree nor to theit 
humours, enzagements,and inclinations, they adven- 
ture to ſenſe the text only ro their own ethoughrs and 
purpoſes, though never fo con:raty to the moſt righ- 
teous laws both of God and Man ; and,ia a olicy 
of avoiding difcovery herein (it founding harfh unto 
the moſt ingenuous ſort of Chriſtians, that the plain 
meaning ofthe World mt” be lighted WED 
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fled) they boaſt moſt of- all in their Spiritual Light, 
of an cafſie and clear — and thereafter 
expound it of the moſt myſterious hidden and intri- 
cate places of the whole book of God, as the Rewe- 
lation,andother the dark Prophetical paſſages, which 
neither Time nor Learning hath yet ſufficiently un- 
ridled or unclaſped ; and in theſe they oftentate a 
familiar, though wonderfu) , Knowledge ; becauſe 
they would be the. readycr believed by fooliſh ad- 
mirers in tcir abulings and wreſtings of the plainer 


letter of other Scriptures. 


Now, beloved, this fallacious Reaſoning grounds 
upon a miſtaken underſtanding of ſome texts of Scri- 
pture, where you ſhall read an oppoſition berwixt 
the Letrer and the Spirit, As 

Firſt, 2 Cor. 3.6. Who hath made ws able Miniſters, 
20t of the Letter only, bat alſo of the Spirit. Therefore 
ſay they, There is a Littcral and a Spiritual ſenſe of 
the New Teſtament. But how falſe that confcquence 
is, may appear by obſcrving, thatthe word Sexſe or 
Meaning,'15 not in the text read, nor in the whole 
context 3 but only Letter and Spirit in the Miniſtry 
or Miniſtration of the New Teſtament or Goſpel, 
there is the Letter or bare Word: ſpoken, and the 
Spirit of Grace that quickncth or givcth life unto the 
Letter or Word ſpoken'or written, making it fruit- 
full and cffcQual, opening the minde to receive it, | 
and working the hearr and affe&tions to ſubmir unto 
it 3 which puts the great difference betwixtthe Go- 
ſpcl and the Law, the Law _ only a bare or 
24" Letter engraven in ſtony tables, without any 
alliſtance of the Spirit of Grace to quicken it , = 
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ſothe miniſtration thercof is of death and condemna- 
tion unto all mankind that hear ir , there being no 
promiſe'or concurrence of ſpirit with it to' work it 
upon the heart unto obedience : man under the Co- 
venant of the Law being left to his own ſelf, and 
ſtrength, which was become utter weaknefle through 
the corruption of the flcſh, and unable to perform; 
whereas the Covenant of Grace, or the Goſpel hath 
the promiſe or aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, to work 
the Heavenly words of life upon the Soul or Spirit 
of the hearers unto Life and Rightcouſneſſe; nor by 
whiſpering or privately inſinuating,or infufing any 0- 
ther ſenſe or meaning above or diverſe from the Jite- 
ral:but by ſeconding, & tackinz the ſame meaning of 
the words imported in the letter wich power and et- 
ficacy , whereupon I inferr that by Spirir here as op- 
poſire to Letter is not meant an Oppoſition of a Spi- 
ritual ſenſe in the Goſpell, or any other part of Gods 
word different or above the ſcnle of the Letter, but 
only a lively. concuryence of the Spirit of Grace. with 
the ordinance of Gods word, in the Letter of the 
words clauſes,and propoſitions of it , to make it ct- 
feual in the hearts of the hearcrs for their Salvation, 
without which work of the Spirir, the Goſpel it ſelf 
would be as dead and killing a letter, as the very 
Law. | 

Secondly, Another oppoſition of Letter and Spi- 
rit is, Rom, 2, the three laſt verſes , abour the Jew 
and one ofhis Marks, and Cognizances;viz.Circum- 
ſion which the Apoſtle diftinguiſherh into outward 
and inward, or in the. fleſh, or in the heart 'and ſpirit 


verſe the laſt,, reſembling the,ourward circumclion 
| in 
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in oppoſition to circumciſion that is inward and ſpiri- 
tal , of the hcart,by the terme or fimily of a Letter 
which whether one or more in the compoſition of a 
word pronounced or written , 15 but the mere our- 
fide of that word compared with its ſenſe and ſigni- 
fication , and ſo it may well be put to reſemble the 
outward circumciſion of the fleſh,as contrary to the 
inward or ſpiritual circumciſion of thetheart;or as the 
bare empty Letter of the Law is con'rary to the 
quickning ſpirit of the Goſpel,as dead to living, or 
old to new. Rem. 7, 6. Bntfrom thence to reaſon 
a double and contrary ſenſe or fignification,the one 
Literal the other ſpiritual,cither of the words of in- 
ſtitution of C ircumcilion ir ſelf , which cxpreſſely 
declares both Myſtery and Ceremony , or outward 
and inward of that Ordinance , or of any othcr text 
of Scripture , is a moſt fallacions and pirtiful non 
concludence; Circumciſion is outward and inward ex- 
preſt by the oppolition of Letter and Spirit, therefore 
there arc two different ſenſes in Scriptures, Litera) 
and Spiritual of the ſame words or ſcntence,is a mo 
abſurd conſequence. O90 
The third Text, occaſioning this deception,is,Fohn 
6. 63, My words,{aith Chriſt, are ſpirit, the words 
that 1 ſpeak they are Spirit, and they are life , there- 
fore,ſay the miſtakers , Chriſts words muſt be un- 
derſtood fpiritually , or in a ſpirituall ſenfe nor lit- 
tcrall, Nay, but my Brethren what an inconſequence 
15 this 2 For what were the words that Chriſt then 
ſpake, they were verſe 53, 54, 56. of 'eating hu 
eſh, and drinking his bload in order' to etprnall life, 
the myſtery whereof'they not underftanding becauſe 


he 
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he ſpake in a figure, he explaines himſelf in the verſe: 
mentioned by a diſtin&tion of fleſh and ſpirit”, ' the 
fleſh profiteth noching, ſaich he, but rhe ſpirit quick- 
neth, and my words are ſpiritz as if he had ſaid,think 
not therefore , that I mean you thould eat my fleſh, 
and drink my bloud, aftcr a carnal or corporal man- 
ner , for that would not profit you',, The fleſh pro- 
fiteth not ; bur feed upon me in' communion with my 
ſpirit by faich , and ſo ſhallye be quickened unto e- 
ternal life, *Tis a ſpiritualearing of my fleſh thar 
my. words mcan, my words are ſpirit, Bur neverthe- 
leſſe.{ beloved ) notto be underſtood 'of a diverſe 
or contrary meaning from:the Leer, for the Ler- 
rcr,as of all Scripture, ſo of this, is ewofold, Proper 
and Tropical, | 

Firſt Proper, which expreſſcth the thing by a word 
l1gnifyingza meaning plainly anſwering the nature of 
the" thing, 

Secondl y Tropicall, which expreſleth the thing by 
way of alluſion, or fimilitude, or types and parables, 
converſively putting a wordof fimilicude or parable, 
for a word proper to the nature of the thing it ſelf; 
Now the cating Chriſt ſpeaks of here, is not proper 
_ of fleſthlyearing. , but in the Trope and Similitude, 

that is.ſpiricual eating 3 for as Corporal cating noy- 
riſhcth the body unto life Natural , ſo doth Spiritu- 
al feeding upon Chrilt by faicth,nourith and quicken 
the ſoul unto life eternall; and ſo though Chritſts 
words here are ſpirit,as he {aich [ my words arc Spi- 
rit] that is, import a ſpiritual cating, = the ſenſe 
of rhem is never the: more ſpiritual,as if differenrfrom 


the Letter , for the Letter of this word | Spirit ] 
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gives the ſetiſe ofthe Trope, denoting'Spiritudl eat- 


ing ; yet with the help of alittle: Logicktoo,'the/Ab. 
ſtra& pur for the Concrete, Spirit for:Spiritual ;;and 
in-d<he Goncretion, the adject Spiritual, connoting'irs 
ſubje&t-Earinz,'tsas much as Hpiritua]. caring 3 /and 
ſo the ſenſe -being Tropical, is;in tharireſpe@, 'never- 
theleſs, Literal ; the ſenſe -of-Scriptare, with this -a- 
mongſt the 'reſt, -being of ewo kinds, Proper and 
Tropical, as-aforeſaid, and-both Lateral. - 

_ You will wonder, it:maybe,d ſhould ſay, There 
is -no ſenſe of Scraprure bur only 'Lirerat; - and 
thereupon 'Qbje& , What | Dirines ſhould mean , 


by -obſerving a-diftinitzon of -the Letrer from ſome 
ovher vhhetakGering tn i\che meaning of the words 
beſides it ? 


To: which'lanfſwer, Tisrue, as.T {aid /ar the 
firſt of chispaſiage,ananywitc and ;good*Chriſtians 
gcnerally miſtaking theſe oppolitions of Letter and 
$piritz ' which 1 havebtrnow- opened, and arethe 
onlyto:thar -purpoſe, threnghon the. whole 'book' of 
God, and all :profeſfing ia *Wiceralifenſe, Thar for 
wait of va'term (conmmandiſtint ume Liceral, have 
41 that neceflity allowed-aſchfc Spiritual-; bur, un- 
ſatisfied therewith, I conceive, mpon*turtker'difeui- 

ſition, have becn found iro underſtand thumſclves 
only-in aſenſe of aRheroriſay or'4a/Trope ; which, 
not:knowing what to & unto-the Letter, under 
the ſaid tmillakesithey ave-ealled Spiritual, though 
indeed- it bc in"truc 1underftanding \only Literal, 
according © the! cormmonitmanner-of ſpeaking by 
/Tropes» and Fignrtes,vohichwbear their part (in ex- 
preſſion of "rhe mindiin all Languages , androge- 
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ther with Grammar make' up the whole buſinefs of 
Urterance, or the 2291 eggiemr che word diſcovering 
the ſenſe of. the-minde, bearing a-ſignificarion cithet 
plain and proper, and.ſo hath becnitaken for the Let- 
rerzor Tropical,andmore myſtcriots,andſohath been 
raken for Spiritual ; bur in true judgement,the literal 
word is common to koh, Proper and Tropical : the 
Trope and Rhetoriſmberhin-word arid fente, beim in 

ua ot the Scripture al{0,,aswell asithe- Proper, 

chongh- net ſo gen as the Proper and Gram- 
matical z yer ſo, of 4 meaning literal as welb asche 
other, andin that. reſpedt all ſenſes. of wonds Typical, 

Parabotical, or othcrwile Tropological: ( as 4 coca; 

bly conceive with ſubmiſſion to: better jadgemens) 

can be thought no- more then Lixcral, and che my- 

ſtery of them ro'be underſtood, by endeavouring ty 

find the extent of the Letter only. 

Away therefore withthar deception of a Spiritu- 
al ſenſe of Scripture, whereby the ſafery of Divine 
Truchs, bath buen, and may be ſtill, much in hazzard. 
And let us conceive of Gods meaning in his VVord, 
ſpeaking to us, as we ſpeak to _one another, accor- 
ding to the uſe of ſenſing the words in the praftiee 
of Nations, without whuch we can never be fup« 
poſcd ro underſtand him; and if we cannor yer 
reach the myltery of every Ictter, let us be content 
till God in the ſeaſons of his Grace and Wiſdom, 
ſhall afford us helps of a further diſcovery, by his 
bleffing upon the labours of Pious-and Learned men; 
whom God hath ſer forth hicherto, and doubeleſs 
will. hercatter, during the being ofthis Chusch upon 
Earth, as lights in his Go” ick for the further 

2 mani» 
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manifeſtation of the hidden Truths of his Word 
every day 3: and let us beware of our own” Pha- 
natical conceipts "of Spiritual meanings through 
Revelation and Infuſion, which will vary the rule 
and ſtandard of Truth, and make Gods own 
Word no better than a Leaden Rule and a Noſe of 
Wax. 

A Seventh deceitful Principle, is, That ofa mere 
Moral man in the Church of Chriſt, and allowed 
indeed by the profound miſtakes of wiſe and Jear- 
ned Chriſtians of many ages and profeſſions, eſpe- 
cially of late , but of a dangerous anddcftructive 
uſe in the practice thereof by the weaker ſort of 

_ deceivable and fa&tious people 3 who ating the 
Annimal part of Religion, more than the Rational ; 
Paſſion, Zcal, and Humor , more than Reaſon ; and 
miſtaking Phariſaical niceneſs, for Godlineſs z- and 
for Purity, Singularity and preciſencſs ; and for ha- 
tred of Evill, avoidance only of Indiffcrence; both 
Civil and Religious ; and rrue pious heavenly At- 
{c@ion, for Phanlic and Aﬀe@ation ; they preſume 
themſclves in their crroncous and proud conceits, 
to be the only true 'ſrae/ites of God, the only holy 
and ſeparate from the reſt of men in the love of 
Gods Elc&ion, the only pecultar, regenc! ate, and 


+, ſpiritual above all others, though of the ſame Church 


In Faith, Baptiſm, and Worſhip, accompring the 
reſt-only mere Moral men, of no more intereſt in 
Chriſt and his Graces, than the mere civil Pagans, 
Greeks, and Barbarians, that denyed him as a point 
of fooliſhneſs : whereupon follows a proud con- 
tempt, of all but thoſe of their own Society, and 

conſequenly 
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conſequently Separations, Schiſms, and Diviſions in 
the Church, and thereafter Seditions and Commo- 
tions in the State civil, even Rebellions againſt 
Kings and Princes ; all Perſons whatſoever, in com- 
pup with the Sc, being ſlighred and underva- 
ued as mere Moral men ; like empty Chaft or fruit- 
leſs trees, fit fuel for the fire of unruly furious Zeals 
though in impartial and right underſtanding, the 
deſpiſed prove in plain terms, no.other than the moſt 
wile, and regular, and righteous of a whole Church, 
and Nation. This Divinity hath been a long time 
Oracular , both in Preſs and Pulpit, though fo 
pernicious in the uſe of. it, . as an occaſion. of {0 
much evill , but yet: moſt  fallc and deccitful, 

For cicher the perſon ſuppoſed. for a mere Moral 
man in the Church. rt Chriſt. in Communion. 
of Faith and Worſhip with the reſt of the Church,or 
not; if not, then he is no Chriſtian, and no mem- 
ber. of a Church for no Church allows any ſuch as: 
profeſs not Chriſt, -and ſo no ſubje& of the.queſtion, 
which was of a mere Moral man in the Church: It. 
he doth profeſs Chriſt with belict and duty, he.goes 
beyonda mere Moral man ;. for a mere Moral man 
that practiſeth nothing bur civil Virtue, as the wiſe. 
Grecians that diſputed St, Paul againſt Chriſt, he. 
goes not ſo far asto acknowledge him, bur.denyerh 
him, and ſo is of no Church, he's no Chriſtian, no : 
ſubje&of the queſtion. The enquiry would rather 
be, Whether : man. profeſſing Chriſt , doth it. 
really, inwardly from his heart, .or not ?, if not, he. 
is in tight ſpeaking, a'mere, Formalliſt, a. Hypo- 
crite in his proper and diſtintive denomination 3 ; 
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not'amere Moralman Property; he'sa Hypocrice, F 
fay, whom' God: only can difcover and pronounce * 
ab{blurely, nor we , who-{ec no! further than by 
fraics and effe@s, which are Moral and Civil Vir- 
ries; ditties only of the Second: Table ; thoſe of the 
Firſt Table being implyed by the ſuppoſition of the 
perforsprofeſſion of Chriſt': whereupon rhe queſti- 
on will further be, VWherher the ſuppofed mere Mo- 
rx) man profeſſiing Chrik dorh' prattife thefe Ver- 
tes; or nor? if hedoth praiſe rhertr; cirher He doth 
pradtiſe dem im fuch' a degree asbecomes a perfect 
found: Chriſtian, and fo' he is no* Morzl man, nor 
ſubje& of the queſtion ;; or elſe, nor fo prriely, . bur' 
' with oftert recidfvarionFand'beckſlidings, failings and* 
weatneſſes, btit not quite relimquifhmyg his Ptofeffi- 
 0n; and'fo he is ror yet'a mete Moral man, but on- © 
ly a weak Chriſtian, needing” Chnrch Diſcipline ro 
reſtore ard ftrenzthen him, and ſo yer, no ſubje& of 
the queſtion. Or if he doth nor pradtife rhe ſaid Vir- 
tues'or Durics of the Second Table ar a!l, but lives 
altogerher lewdly, wickedly, and incorrigtbly ;. fo 
e's not ſo good as a Moral man, nor therefore a 
miete one, bur a ſcandal, a:leaverr of Wickedneſs ro _ 
be purged onr, and nor to beſuffered in the Church, 

and ſo ſtill no ſabje& of rhe queſtion, but a repuz- 
nance inthe Adjetion. Whereupon I conclude,thar 
thers is no mere Moral mar in Chriftian Society, 
but a grofs fallacy tending only to deceive you of 
your Peace, Ordtr, Unity, and Charicy, arid to en- 
couraye diſtances and diftin&ions of ſore men, who 
concetr themfelves'in their Spiritttak more cxcd- 
lent thutrtheir Brerchiten, and cherctporr prond oppo- 
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fitions and contentians lin aſſertion .of ach Paeties 
reſpefive Excellencies above others, and .conſe- 
quent'y ,FaQtions.and Divifions, Tunults aud Sediri- 
ons, aud laſtly, Rebellionirſelf., 

Thus we have: reafoned/ſo many fallacious*Prin- 
ciples- of ſin, whereby it dccewerh the (fooliſh and 
ignorant imo their wicked miſtakes : 'Ler us now 
_ ro one ward of Application, :and fo to 'an 
end. 

If Sin and Deceit'be :{o intrinſecal and compli- 
cate one with the other; :we ſhould all then feri- 
ouſly conſider and examine, :the-great paſſages and 
chief moments pf..all the Actions of our lives, and 
by a true refleion and.inquiry, if poſſible, make 
a diſcovery.unto.our ſelves, whether we 'have not 
in -many things .been wery much. deceived , and 
thereupon ; ſufpeft and jealous our ſelves, left we 
we 'havevery,much {innedallo, .and conſequentlyo 
prepare for ſound Repentavce. 

That the greateſt part of our 'Jſage! have' been 
pityfully deceived, . and erred .tnthe wayes'of 'their 
own .laventions , : may caſily appear by. obſerving 
the | ſad .Paſſages of our late tronbleſome !Times 3 
Mens dooked for Fidgemont, but:1behold Oppreſion-; 
for Righteouſneſs, 1but behald ia Cry * v gag rw what's 
pnc e200 4 ot emis a2 icbipes',) (ant. Orc mentue, "Tis 
the very proper [and genuine quality of :decesr, that 
men: looking : for - one thing ſhould +find - another: ; 
They looked for Judgement, \but 1 bebolkd oppreſſion ; 
for: Righteouſneſs , but behold a Cry 5 They-looked 
for. a bleſſed Reformation, but behold an wugly'De- 
formation ; ithoy looked! for ra-glovious King, "arp 
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behAd up: ſtept:a 'monſtrous:Tyrant 5 they looked 
for a free priviledg'd Parliament, but behold a pack 
of 'inſolent Theives and Murderers, who'turned the 
Sons of Juſtice our of her Temple ,* and ſhut-her 
Gares againſt chem ; they looked for'a pure Religi- 
0n:.and | undefiled;, but behold the Widows and 
Fatherleſs devoured,the Levite deſpiſed,the Temples 
profaned, demollithed, ſome in part, ſome whole ; 
Unity, Charity, Verity, -extled ; the Sacraments by 
ſome ſuſpended, by others neglefed}; and by the ge- 
nerallity quite'ſlighted/z/tke Word of God wreſted, 
and bafficd, the holy Law\rrampled; Order,Dec ncy, 
Maintenance, Government, and every 'other -pro- 
perty of a Regular Church,quite outed 3 and inſtead 
thereof,crept in Schiſm,Herelie,Perjury, Blaſphemy, 
Sacriledge; Araxy , and every other quality of 'Dif- 
formity ;- in'a word, our whole Church and Nation 
were ſo ſtrangely disfigured and meramorphos'd, as 
we became both a fhame to our ſelves, and an oblo- 
quie to the world. | 
And thus have we found Deceit enough, and in all 
likelyhood as much Sip. Whar remains then, but 
that every. man gulity as aforeſaid , ſhould betake 
himſelfto Repentance, and in Repentance to confeſs, 
there being no one aCt in the work of Repentance, 
doth ſo much glorific God as Confeſſion ; in regard 
that the Creature in aſſuming ſhame ro himſelf, 
transfers all the glory to his Creator : accordingly 
St. Fohn ſpeaks in 1 Joh, 1.9. 1f we confeſs our ſins, 
he is Faithful apd juſt to forgive ; and this was: the 
counſel of Foſhnato Achan, Confeſs my ſon, and give 
glory to God z, and this was the praftice of the Peniten- 
my tiarics 
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 tiaries in Exyre's timaywho confeſt publickly the ver 
Nationally guileyof , cheis 


ſin rhey were 
pe Wives and St, Paal alſo comes to 

, 1 Tim, 1.13, 1 w4s « Perſermtor, 4 Blaſ- 

phemer, and Injuriom 5; and {0 indeed ſhould all the 
ing amd deceived Party in Eng/and,confels their 

fins one unto another, and (ay, Oh my beloved Bro- 
ther, or Brethcen, it hath pleaſed God to give you his 
Grace of conduR in the wayes of Truth and Peace, 
and Loyalty 3\ hut we have ſadly erred and been de- 
ceived,Oh favonr us with your Chriſtian Indulgence. 
But how long (hall | endeavour to perſwade thus, and 
obrain nothing; Diſloalcy, as they ſay, being im- 
pudentand brazen tac'd as ever,and like the re 
in the Prophet Feremy , refuſerh ro be aſhamed: Im 
Rance nor only in the caſe of the firſt and laſt execu- 
ted, who inſtead of ſarisfying Juſtice by rheir bloud, 
for ſo much Innocent and Pretious Bloud ſhed by 
them, ſeem'd rather to juſtifie chemſelves in what 
they had done, as if they would have ſealcd to ic wirh 
ctheir bloud, and dyed Martyrs for wickedneſs; bue al- 
ſo the ſurvivers of chat Confederacy, who are ſtill 
chewing upon the Leeks and Garlick of Egypt, and 
their breath ſtinks ſo much thereof , as the very 
words they ſpeak, ſmell ſtrong of a Captain ro 
condu them thirher again; and not only choſe, 
but ſome of another Intereſt who led the Van of 
the late armed wickedneſs, and yet inſtead of 
Confeſſions, Deprecations, and Submiſſions , they 
ſeem to juſtifie themſelves in whar they have 
done , by inſiſting their Covenage, that Engine of 
Wickednefs, and ſo wipe Inns as if oP 
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had neither done nor 'fpoke -any*-thing "amiſs; and 
- fall co Expoſtulations and Complainings, and would 


fain infimulate, as: if very much wrong were done 
them', whileſt chey_ detain , other; mens rights, 
(whom 1 ſpeak of with a reſerve, nevertheleſs, 
of Chriſtian reſpe& unto thoſe ,of that IDenomi- 
nation in general, . who we hope are better thew'd, 
for - their own particular, as conſiderable worth 
hath manifeſted them by-ſome contrary ations ) 
which they defend-/ and -afſert with much eager- 


.neſs and. mordacity , : though they , are no. other 


than 'the wages of. unrighteouſneſs , given them 
by the late Rebellious Power , as a reward of 
their faithfulneſs to the Good Old Gauſe ; for 
which they might as well, have periſhed in the 
gainſaying of Corah, as thoſe that did. Beloved, 
This is not- the way to obtain Peace with God 
or Men; -I could wiſh rather that I might hear 
them ,- and all others of rhcir{ Engagement, ſay, 
with Saul to David, Behold I have play d , the 
Foot and erred exceedingly, but bleſſed be thou 
my Son David ; Behold } my- good Brother or 
Brethren, we have play'd the Fools and erred 
exceedingly againſt our King, Church and Laws, 
whereas you by the, grace of God, have been 
led in Peace and Loyal Righteouſneſs, bleſſed 
be you therein, and umpart the, comfort. thereof 
unto. us alſo , by favouring us. with your Chei- 
ſtian compaſſion ;_ or that I might hear them (ſay, 
with David himſelf, 1 have gone aſtray like 4 
ſheep, O ſeek thy ſervant, for I do not forget thy 
Commandements ;, then ſhould we receive them 

| ; 11to. 


into the Armes: bf -bur: Chriftian.:and Brotherly 
- embraces, and pray for them in the Language of 
our holy Letany, That it may pleaſe thee, O Lord, 
to bring into the way of Truth , all ſuch «s have 
erred and are deceived. | | 
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If, through haſte, any faults have happened, in lerrers or ſyllables of 
words, the Readers fayour is defired in cxcufing them, as this one parti- 
cular, # orid» pag. 29. line the laſt, tor #ord, 
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